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LIGHTS, ACTION!

Flip of a switch
restores theater

to former glory

By Donna Littlejohn
STAFF WRITER

Greeted by cheers from hun-
dreds of people who jammed
downtown San Pedro, the mar-
quee lights of the historic Warn-
er Grand Theatre flashed to life
Friday night at a street party
commemorating refurbishment
of the art deco movie palace.

“It’s awesome,” said Phillip
Ginder of San Pedro as he
stared up at the brilliant neon
lights spelling out W-A-R-N-E-R.
“It’s so cool. The only thing left
now is to go in and see a mov-
ie.”

David Parra of San Pedro said
the lights of the restored 1930s-
era theater marquee looked just
like he remembered when he
was a child and went to the
Warner with his grandfather.

The throngs of people on the
street also were familiar, he
said.

“This is just like it was back
then,” Parra said. “At this time
of night, people were still shop-
ping. It’s a nice atmosphere.”

In an evening filled with nos-
talgia, celebration and hopes for
the future, San Pedro residents
turned out in droves for the
“Light Up the Night” party
along Sixth Street.

Key to revitalization

The theater has long been
viewed as a cornerstone for fu-
ture revitalization of San
Pedro’s historic shopping dis-
trict. The beginning of the refur-
bishment project this past year
has renewed hopes it will spark
renewal.

“You could just feel the enthu-
siasm when we flicked the
switch on,” said harbor district
Councilman Rudy Svorinich Jr.,
who helped throw the switch to
light the sign. “The relighting of
the Warner Grand has rekindled
the spirit in San Pedro that has
been dimmed for over two de-
cades.”

Many came with fond memo-
ries of the theater that was
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A crowd turns out Friday night in San Pedro to watch the relighting of the historic Wamer Grand
Theatre’s marquee. The 1930s-era art deco movie palace opened with a live stage show.
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'Maxine Patton, who soid tlckets at the Wamer Theatre in 1931, staffs the movie house’s ticket booth again on Friday.

Iheater
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dubbed “The Castle of Your Dreams” and fea-
tured first- mn movies produced by Wamer
Bms studios.

“aTt still looks beautiful,” said Pat Miller,
who at 16 manned the ticket booth in 1954. “It
was fun working there.”

mneralsospentmmthanafewromanﬂc

date nights at the theater where she remém: .
bers watching such romantic _oomedwa as

“Three Coins in-a Fountain.”

‘that balcony,” she said.. '
_ “0One of her fondest memories was of two of

- her teen-age friends — Kevin McOsker and

Pat Garrity — who met, dated and fell in love
at the Warner. -
- “They’re still married and have 13 grand-
childrenandliveinSanPedro Miller said.
- The theater’s first cashier, Maxine Patton,
was back in the ticket booth Friday selling
$10 tickets to the vartety show insxde

. Like old times’
i “Itseemsljkeoldtimes,"shesaid with a
‘big smile. She hadn't lost her touch for keep-
. ing the customers from getting impatient as
waited in line.
“Ismneandkldwlththemsotheydm’t
@re ‘Patton said. !

H#ind of vivid memory. -
‘“lsaw‘li‘!'ankenstein'thereinthelatelm
didn'tsleeptormorethnnaweek. ‘he

son variety show held to raise funds for
@ntinuing refurbishment of the theater.

¥The evening began with the variety show
gk the theater stage featuring the Warner

“Only in San Pedro. If you
had this kind of thing in
West Los Angeles, 15
‘people would show up.”
— BRUCE DOBB,

,,_-wmmmmm
“There was a lot of smoochin’ goingonin"’ _ Development Corp.

-vForArtAlmelda,thethmterheldanother_

: Akneidawasbackl-‘ridaynishttowatch‘

granddaughter Lexi Manghera, 8, perform -

fith the Warner Kids on stage at a $10-per-
: _ pianist Travis McHale, the Dixie Disciples

and drama to area- -youngsters, -

Dressed in sparkling, sequined flapper-style
dresses and long pearls, the children drew
loud applause as. they performed. i s

Between acts, audience members craned
their necks to get a look at the ornate interior
of the plush theater that was built for $500,000
and opened on Jan. 20, 1931, with “Goin’
Wild” statring Joe E. Brown.

“Isn’t it cool?” one young woman comment-
ed to a friend whowasseeingthetheaterfor
the first time.

- Actress Toni Alessandrini of Hollywood
said the Warner was “just beautiful.”

“This is show. biz,” said Alessandrini,
looking around the theater from her seat in

‘the balcony. She was in the audience to watch

her niece, Sadie Salcedo, 9, per!brmwiththe
Warner Kids.

' Dﬁnawme,lz.oneotmeWamerKldaper

formers, also was imp

“Oh, it's heautiml."shesnidaﬁertheshpw_ .

“Youmntentt’sveryom.”
Also appearing in the show were young

Band from the First Presbyterian Church in
San Pedro and the Silver Smoothies.

Master of ceremonies Fred Crawford gave a
s, & City-sponsored program to teach dance .. nearly. nacked house .a.newsmealstvle. radic .

report of the theater’s construction.

Outside, people strolled Sixth Street, which
had been closed to traffic, and dined on burri-
tos and other ethnic fare at long tables as
they waiting for the 8:30 pm ughﬁng,

! Omuals help eelebrate

Los Angeles city oﬁicials were on hand tn
h.elp celebrate,
'Phrough the Community Redevelopment

L Agency, the city bought the Warner in Jan-
- uary, culminating a long effort in the com-

munity to preserve the landmark. -
The theater is under the auspices of the city

‘ Cultural Affairs Department and the private-

ly run Grand Vision Foundation, which hopes
tomiseanotherusmﬂ]jonformresto-
ration.

So far, several hundred thousand dollars
have been spent on bringing the theater up to
code and on the marquee restoration.

Bruce Dobb, a consultant to Svorinich’s

" Watts/Harbor Economic Development Corp.,

'haﬂedthecitysroleingetﬁngtheremrbish
ing effort under way quickly.
" He also was amazed at the crowd, which

-ranuadinesﬁmatesﬁ'omseveralhundredto
- several thousand.

"OnlyinSanPed.ro saidDobb a Silver-
lake resident amid the mob. “If you
hndthisklndofthinginWeatLosAn&ele&m
peoplewouldshow up.”

Many commented on the festivities that
lasted into thie night. _

“This is terrific,” said Jenny Parra. “San

Pedro needs this. Weneedtobrlngthecom-
~paunity haole ™. .. .
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